7th GRADE Language Arts/Washington State History 2017-18 Syllabus
Dear Students and Families:
Welcome to 7th grade!  I am looking forward to this coming school year and feel privileged to be joining you in your academic journey.  Seventh grade will be an exciting time, as there will be challenges to face and victories won throughout the year.  You are not alone in this however, as I will be right here guiding, supporting, and cheering you on.  I challenge you to make this your best year yet by being actively involved in the learning process and our school.
The focus of this class is to give all students more opportunities to engage in active questioning, analysis, and the construction and communication of arguments.  The goals of this program are:

	Demonstrate Independence:  Without a lot of help, students can understand and evaluate complex texts across a range of disciplines, and they can construct effective arguments and ideas.  Students are able to independently identify a speaker or author’s key points, request clarification and ask relevant questions.   They also demonstrate self-directed learning by seeking out and using resources to help them.


	Build Strong Content Knowledge:  By engaging in texts and media, students gain a wide knowledge base of subject matter and become proficient in new areas through research and study.


	Respond to Varying Demands of Audience, Task, Purpose, and Discipline:  Students adapt their communication in relation to audience, task, purpose, and discipline.  They set and adjust their purpose for reading, writing, speaking, listening, and language use as warranted by task.  They understand nuances including tone and connotations.


	They comprehend as well as critique:  Students are engaged and open-minded, and taught to be discerning readers and listeners. They seek understanding of the author’s point, but also question author’s assumptions and premises and assess soundness of reason.


	They value evidence:   Students master the art of citing specific and relevant evidence when offering an oral or written interpretation of a text. They use relevant evidence when supporting a position when writing or speaking, making their reasoning clear to the reader or listener. 
	They use technology and digital media strategically and capably.
	Students will come to understand other perspectives and cultures.

					
Please feel free to contact me at any time should you have questions and/or concerns about the class, assignments, or progress.    
Sincerely,
Mrs. Kim Cooper			
Phone:  360.335-3000  Ext. 79114  					
E-mail: kim.cooper@camas.wednet.edu


LANGUAGE ARTS COURSE CONTENT (numbers reflect Common Core standards)
In this class, students will:
1.	Write(W): Text types and purposes	
	Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. (W. 7.1)

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts and information through the selection, organization and analysis of relevant content.(W. 7.2)
Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences. (W. 7.3)
	Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization and style are appropriate to task, purpose and audience. (W. 7.4)
Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach. (W. 7.5)
Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and to interact and collaborate with others. (W. 7.6)
Conduct short and substantial research projects based on focused questions, demonstrating understanding of the subject matter under investigation.(W. 7.7)
Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the credibility and accuracy of each source, and integrate the information while avoiding plagiarism. (W. 7.8)
	Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. (W. 7.9)
Write routinely over time for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences. (W. 7.10)
 
2.	Read Literature(RL)/ Read Informational text (IL): Key ideas and details
	Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says.(RL. 7.1/ RI. 7.1)

Determine central idea or themes in a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas. (RL. 7.2/ RI. 7.2)
	Analyze how and why individual, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text(RL. 7.3/ RI. 7.3)
	Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text. (RL. 7.4/RI 7.4)

·	Analyze how a drama’s or poem’s form or structure contribute to its meaning (RL. 7.5)
·	Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text (RL. 7.6/RI. 7.6)
·	Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words. (RL. 7.7/RI. 7.7)
·	Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take. (RL. 7.9)
·	Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and proficiently. (RL. 7.10/RI. 7.10)
·	Analyze the structure an author uses to organize a text, including how the major sections contribute to the whole and to the development of the ideas. (RI. 7.2)
·	Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and sufficient to support the claims. (RI. 7.8) 
·	Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the author’s take. (RI. 7.9)



3.	Speaking and Listening: comprehension and collaboration
	Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.(SL. 7.1)

Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally. (SL. 7.2)
	Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric. .(SL. 7.3)
	Present information, findings and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.(SL. 7.4)
	Make strategic use of digital media and visual displays of data to express information and enhance understanding of presentations. (SL. 7.5)
Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. (SL. 7.6)
4. Language: conventions and knowledge of language
	Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. (L. 7.1)

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. (L. 7.2)
Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. (L. 7.3)
	Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases by using context clues, word parts, and reference materials as appropriate. (L. 7.4)
	Demonstrate understanding of word relationships and nuances in word meanings. (L. 7.5)
	Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic words and phrases. (L. 7.6)

The following books are a part of the 7th grade curriculum.  
Novels
The Outsiders
The Giver
The Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and Sweet






HISTORY/SOCIAL STUDIES COURSE CONTENT (numbers reflect Common Core standards)
This course is a high school graduation requirement. In this class, the goals are:
1. Reading (RH)
Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources. (RH.6-8.1)
	Determine central idea or information of a of primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of the source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions. (RH.6-8.2)
	Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text. (RH.6-8.3)
	Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary specific to domains related to history/social studies. (RH.6-8.4)
	Analyze the structure of texts, including how sentences, paragraphs, and larger sections of the text relate to each other and the whole. (RH.6-8.5)
	Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the context and style of a text. (RH.6-8.6)
	Integrate and evaluate visual information(e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other information in print and digital texts. (RH.6-8.7) 
	Distinguish among fact, opinion, and reasoned judgments in a text. (RH.6-8.8)
	Analyze the relationship between a primary and secondary source on the same topic. (RH.6-8.9)
	Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and proficiently. (RH.6-8.10)


LATE WORK POLICY
Students benefit the most from classwork when it is done in a timely manner.  Incomplete or missing work is to the student’s disadvantage and assignments are given to help students practice what has been taught in class.  If a student doesn’t do the assignments, then he/she is cheating himself/herself out of an opportunity to learn.  Inconsistency in a student’s daily work can negatively impact the student’s final grade.  Being a consistent worker will help the student’s learning and grades.  Mrs. Cooper does not accept late work under typical circumstances.  

REDOING ASSIGNMENTS
Students may redo most daily assignment.   I understand that it is important to redo some assignments so that the student may have a better understanding of the concepts.  The redo assignments are due to Mrs. Cooper the following day at the beginning of class.  No major projects may be fixed.  The student is responsible for correcting the assignment or getting it to me. Students will receive 80% of the total points earned after the assignment has been redone.  I strongly encourage students to redo assignments!
IF A STUDENT IS ABSENT:
	It is the student’s responsibility to get assignments the first day he/she returns.  Check in immediately with Mrs. Cooper for your missed assignments.  If you have any questions PLEASE ask.  You may be asked to come back to speak to me; be persistent!  

You will have two days for each day you were gone to make up assignments.  If additional time is needed please speak with Mrs. Cooper before the assignment is due.  I will not ask you to turn in your absent work because it is up to you to turn them in on the assigned day.
If you are sick for an extended period of time, you may call the school and request your assignments.  

GRADING
A student’s letter grade in a course is one way of measuring progress and learning in a subject area.  Trimester grades will reflect performance during a 12-week period.  

The grading scale detailed below is used to average a student’s grade. You may check your progress using Skyward, our online grading program.  You have 24 hour access to your student’s progress in all subjects through Skyward. The expectation is that progress will be monitored by the student and parent as needed. Further information with instructions, web address, and ID numbers, will be coming home soon.

Grades
93-100  A
90-92     A-
87-89     B+
86-83   B
82-80     B-
79-77     C+
76-73   C
72-70     C-
 69-65     D+
 64-60   D
60-0      F




SKYWARD
A checkmark (√) in the “Missing Assignments” column means work is missing.
A checkmark (√) in the “No-Count” column means the work does not need to be redone and is not counting against your grade.
An asterisk (*) in the “Points Earned” column means a score has not yet been entered for the assignment. The work is not missing unless there is a checkmark in the missing column.

ACADEMIC DISHONESTY
Skyridge has a policy regarding cheating, stealing answers, plagiarizing, copying student’s work, forging an adult signature, and inappropriate use of the school’s computer network; all are considered forms of academic dishonesty.  Acts of academic dishonesty will be documented and reported to a parent and administrator.  The student will be subject to grade loss, re-working the assignment, removal of computer privileges for one calendar year, and/or disciplinary action.  However, it is my intent and responsibility to teach my students to properly cite sources in research and work.






